
Th i s   pro fes s i ona l   l ea rn ing   oppor tun i t y   wi l l   exp lo re   the  

syne rg i es   be tween   the   Ea r l y   Yea rs   Lea rn ing   F ramework   and  

the   Regg io   Emi l i a   Educat iona l   Pro jec t .   J o i n   wi th   othe r        

educato rs   to   sha re   i n s i gh t s ,   ask   ques t i ons   and   d i s cove r   the  

ways   some   prac t i one rs   a re   exp lo r i ng   the   i deas   o f   l i n k i ng  

the   i n sp i ra t i on   and   provocat ions   f rom   ‘ Regg io   Emi l i a ’  

wi th   the   nat i ona l   f ramework .   The       conve rsa t i ons  wi l l  

br ing   pa r t i c i pant s   f rom   the   g loba l   to   the   l o ca l ,  

draw   mean ing fu l   i n s i gh t s   f rom   examp les   and  

cha l l enge   us   a l l   to  

o f fe r   expe r i ences  

tha t   t rans fo rm  

and  provoke .  
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Cathar ine  Hydon  has  extens ive exper ience in  the ear ly  ch i ldhood 
sector  in  Aust ra l ia  and overseas .  Beginn ing as  a teacher  in  a      
sess ional  k indergar ten program Cathar ine has  gone on to  manage 
a range of  se rv ices  for  ch i ld ren and the i r  fami l ie s  f rom ch i ldcare in  
the Northern  suburbs  of  Melbourne to school  based programs in  
Papua New Guinea.    
 
Cathar ine’s  i s  very  invo lved and commit ted to the ear ly  ch i ldhood 
f ie ld .  She i s  a  long t ime  member  of  the Victor ian B ranch of  Ear ly  

Chi ldhood Aust ra l ia  (ECA) and i s  cur rent ly  se rv ing as  a D i rector  on the Nat ional  Board 
of  ECA.  She was  a co- founder  of  Real  R ight s  for  Refugee Chi ldren an advocacy 
group fo r  the promot ion of  re fugee ch i ld ren’s  p lace in  ear ly  ch i ldhood serv ices  and 
in  2003 was  awarded the Barbara Creaser  Memor ia l  award for  outs tanding          
cont r ibut ion to ear ly  ch i ldhood educat ion.  More  recent ly  Cathar ine has    cont r ibuted 
to the rev iew of  the ECA Code of  E th ics .   
 
Cathar ine has  a Masters  in  Ear ly  Ch i ldhood Educat ion specia l i s ing in  ear ly  ch i ldhood 
pol icy  and governance.  In  2005 she received the Jean Denton Scholarsh ip  fo r  the 
complet ion of  her  Masters  Studies  enabl ing her  to  v i s i t   severa l  integrated serv ices  in  
Eng land.  

Ker r ie  O’Nei l l  has  an extens ive exper ience of  work ing as  a        
p ract i t ioner  but  a l so  as  a teacher/ researcher .   Ker r ie  i s  cur rent ly  
work ing at  St  Leonard’s  Col lege in  Victor ia .  
 
In  1995,  Ker r ie  at tended a conference sponsored and supported by 
Melbourne Un ivers i ty  that  was  to change her  profess ional  l i fe .   I t  
was  a conference where the presenters  came f rom Reggio Emi l ia ,  
a  smal l  town in  nor thern  I ta ly .   Th i s  conference was  fo l lowed by a  
s tudy tour  to  the town in  1996 under  the gu idance and tute lage of  
Jan Mi l l i kan.  
 
Th i s  t r ip  was  fo l lowed by another  t r ip  in  1997 and then consequent ly  in  1999.   The t r ip  
in  1999 was  fo l lowed by    another  t r ip  to  the S t  Lou i s  in  the Un i ted States  and then 
immediate ly  fo l lowed by v i s i t s  to  Denmark  and Sweden.  The v i s i t s  to  the Scandinav ian 
count r ies  revealed ‘ fores t  school s ’  an educat ional  exper ience which a l lows  ch i ldren 
to exper ience a symbiot ic  re lat ionsh ip wi th  nature.  I t  was  a l so  where Ker r ie  met  
Guni l la  Dahlberg,  an amaz ing educator  who has  gone on to co-author  many         
po l i t ica l ly  provocat ive books  about  the natu re of  ear ly  ch i ldhood educat ion.  In  2009 
Ker r ie  at tended an advanced s tudy tour  wh ich focused on documentat ion and the 
value of  the aesthet ic .  
 
Ker r ie  i s  cur rent ly  the T reasurer  o f  the Reggio Emi l ia  Aust ra l ia  In format ion Exchange,  
hav ing been a founding member  of  the organi sat ion s ince 2000.   Ker r ie’ s  work  wi th  
the exchange i s  in  a  vo luntary  capaci ty .  
 
Ker r ie  has  a D ip loma in  Teaching (Ear l y  Ch i ldhood) ;  a  Bachelor  of  Educat ion (Ear ly  
Chi ldhood) and a Masters  in  Ear ly  Chi ldhood Educat ion .  


